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in some instances dated, in most cases detailed environmental analysis had been completed on a 
project-by-project basis over time. For example, while the Whistleblower alleged a failure to 
study the environmental impacts of the Willamette Valley Project Operations, the IO found 
examples of recent environmental reviews for 10 of the 13 specific components of the Project. 
The IO's findings with respect to the Rogue River Basin Project, the John Day and The Dalles 
dams and the Columbia River projects were similar. 

Furthermore, I agree with the I O's conclusion that the lack of "recent reviews" does not 
necessarily equal non-compliance. The Headquarters, U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers accepted 
the !O's recommendation and initiated steps to ensure that the recommended action occur in a 
timely manner. 

I am satisfied that the I O's conclusions and implementation of the associated 
recommendations constitute an appropriate outcome in this matter. Accordingly, the Army has 
made no referral of alleged criminal violation to the Attorney General pursuant to Title 5, United 
States Code,§ 1213(d)(5)(d). 

This report, with enclosures, is submitted in satisfaction of my responsibilities under Title 
5, USC, Sections 1213(c) and (d). Please direct any further questions you may have concerning 
this matter to at 703-614�3500. 

Sincerely, 

Assistant Secretary of the Anny 
(Civil Works) 
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III. DISCUSSION OF THE SPECIFIC OSC REFERRED

ALLEGATIONS 

A. Willamette Valley Project Operations (WVP):

The Portland District operates 13 dams in the Willamette River basin. Each dam 
contributes to a water resource management system that provides flood risk management, power 
generation, water quality improvement, irrigation, fish and wildlife habitat and recreation for the 
Willamette River and many of its tributaries. Collectively these dams operated in concert and are 
considered a single project, the Willamette Valley Project. 

Nine of the Willamette Valley dams generate hydroelectricity from the power of water 
passing through the dams. Eight of these facilities are owned and operated by the Corps of 
Engineers, and one is a private facility licensed by FERC. Three project locations, Green 
Peter/Foster, Detroit/Big Cliff and Lookout Point/Dexter, are two dam systems that work in 
concert to allow for power peaking operations. They are listed together since the two dams work 
as a single system. In total the Willamette Valley Project dams can provide enough power to 
service about 300,000 homes (500 mw).

OSC Referred Allegation 1: The Whistleblower alleged the USACE's failure to study the 

environmental impact of changes in WVP operations, including changes in WVP 
hatcheries and the listing/delisting of endangered and/or threatened species in the 
Willamette River Basin, and, if necessary, to supplement the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) prepared for the WVP in 1980, violates 40 C.F.R. §§ 1502.9(c)(l) and 
1506.l(c). 

Conclusion for OSC Referred Allegation 1: The IO found this allegation to be 
unsubstantiated based on the following evidence. 

During the interviews with all Corps representatives the IO specifically asked if they 
were aware of any violations oflaw, regulation, executive order or policy with regard to the 
projects being discussed, to which they all replied in the negative. Although both 

all stated they believed their NEPA could be stronger and they were 
working to make that happen, none believed they had violated any laws. 

The IO requested information on any recent valuations/studies/environmental 
assessments or such that had been conducted on the WVP. Once this list was provided, the IO 
then verified these actions had actually taken place. As is reflected in the evidence that follows, 
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