


Webinar Agenda
Introduction and 

Welcome…………………

Overview of FOIA & how PEER uses it…..

Agency processes and 

pitfalls….……………

FOIA lawsuits and 

stories……………………...

Live Q&A (10 min)

Colleen Teubner, PEER Litigation and Policy Attorney 

Laura Dumais, PEER Staff Counsel

Sharon Lerner, Investigative Reporter at ProPublica Covering 

Environmental and Health Issues

Kel McClanahan, Executive Director of National Security Counselors



Laura Dumais, PEER Staff Attorney 

An Overview of FOIA & 
How PEER Uses It



FOIA is Essential to Democracy!

• 1967: public can request records from any federal agency.

• Exemptions exist, but presumption of openness

• Agencies must proactively release certain info

• Fees (over 2hrs/100 pgs)

• DOJ oversees FOIA
• Issues guidance to agencies

• Litigates



PEER and FOIA

• Anonymous activism

• Provide access

• Tackle problems

• FOIA requests for other groups



Three PEER FOIA Success Stories

• BLM: land health standards map  

• PFAS Tracker tool

• Effigy Mounds



Time Limits

• 20 working days: determine whether to comply with request

YES NO

• Must make records “promptly” 
available

• Tracking #, est. date of 
completion

• Requestor gets at least 90 days to 
appeal to agency head

•  Agency must respond to appeal 
within 20 working days

+ 10 days: Agency can extend for “unusual circumstances” (voluminous, consultation, separate field offices)

- 10 days: Requestor can seek expedited processing (imminent threat, urgency to inform public)



Writing a FOIA Request

• Simple vs. complex tracks

• Request writing: broad vs. narrow

EPA (2022)

Simple Complex

Avg Low High Avg Low High

HQ 53 1 1202 417 1 2242

Region 1 21 1 542 191 3 580



Exemptions

1: Classified Information

2: Internal Personnel Matters

3: Other Statutes

4: Commercial Information

5: Litigation Privileges

6: Privacy

7: Law Enforcement

8: Financial Institutions

9: Wells







Short Q & A 

1. Type your question into the Q&A box

2. Upvote questions you want answered

3. If you have a question that was not answered during the webinar, 
email cteubner@peer.org



Short Q & A 
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Sharon Lerner

Investigative Reporter & Environmental Journalist

ProPublica

Some of my stories based on FOIA
A little of what’s worked, and what hasn’t…













Kel McClanahan

Executive Director of National Security Counselors 

FOIA Litigation & War Stories



Live Q & A 
Hosted by Colleen Teubner, PEER Litigation and Policy Attorney

1. Type your question into the Q&A box

2. Upvote questions you want answered

3. If you have a question that was not answered during the webinar, 
email cteubner@peer.org



Thank You!

þQuestions: Colleen Teubner at PEER cteubner@peer.org

þLearn More: https://peer.org

þWebinar Recording: https://peer.org/get-involved/webinars/

 
þSupport Us: https://peer.org/donate/

þ Stay Updated: Sign up for PEERMail and find us on Facebook/Twitter/LinkedIn


