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Meeting 
Instructions

Please mute yourself and turn off  
video during the presentations.

For the best viewing 
experience during the 
presentation, select “Speaker 
View” at the top or side of 
your screen or side if using a 
tablet. 



Meeting 
Instructions

Select “Raise Hand” under 
“React” and I will call on you so 
you can unmute yourself and 
ask your question directly.

Type your question into the 
chat and it will be answered 
live.
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Insect 
Apocalypse

1: Overuse of Pesticides and Herbicides

2: Habitat Loss/Degradation and Invasive 

Plants

3: Climate Change

4: Light Pollution

Barn Swallow

European Honeybee

Rusty-Patched Bumblebee
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Why Pollinators are 
Important

• Pollinators include bees, butterflies, flies, moths, bats,  birds and even some mammals

• They move pollen from plant to plant, fertilizing them to produce  fruit, seeds, and new plants

• 1/3 of our food production depends on pollinators 

• Honeybees pollinate 95 kinds of fruit

• Crops with high dependence on pollinators include almonds, apples, apricots, avocados, blueberries, cherries, 
cranberries, mangos, peaches, plums, pears, raspberries, melons, pumpkins, watermelons, and cocoa beans

• Pollination is valued at $20 to $30 billion per year (USDA 2013)

• 75% of Earth’s flowering plants are pollinated by insects and animals

• Over 180,000 different plant species and more than 1200 crops rely on pollinators



Not Only 
Crops

• Forests and rangelands benefit from 

pollination

• Livestock food sources such as alfalfa and 

clover are pollinated

• So are ornamental plants and trees

• By promoting growth and health of native 

plans, pollinators benefit natural ecosystems

• Some plant species would eventually 

disappear without pollinators



Paula Dinerstein

PEER General Counsel 

GMOs and Neonics on National Wildlife Refuges



PEER’s Work 
Representing a 

USDA  Whistleblo
wer



Neonics & 
PEER’s Efforts

Peter Jenkins, PEER Senior Counsel





What Can People Do?

Ban Pesticides 
Locally Plant for Pollinators

Promote and 
Eat Organic

Join No Mow May



Thank You!

Follow us and Learn More

• Peer.org

• facebook.com/PEER.org

• Twitter.com/PEERorg

• https://www.youtube.com/c/publicemployee
sforenvironmentalresponsibility

• https://www.linkedin.com/company/public-
employees-for-environmental-responsibility/

• https://www.instagram.com/peer_dc/


