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The Reality of Climate 
Change Under 
Trump/DOGE

Kyla Bennett, PhD

Director of Science Policy

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER)
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Atmospheric CO2 is higher now than at any 
time in the past 200,000 years of human 

history

• In addition, CO2 levels have 
been lower than 400 ppm for 
the past 23 million years

• The speed of this change is 
critical; it is > 100x faster than 
before the Industrial 
Revolution

• At this rate, adaptation of 
living things becomes difficult, 
if not impossible 
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Why can’t we get a handle on 
climate change?

• climate change is a 
symptom, not the 
problem

• the problem is ecological 
overreach, and to address 
this, we need to change 
the way we live
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Changing 
Administrations, 
Changing Goals?
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Under Biden, US oil and gas production surged to record highs
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Climate change in the era of 
Trump and DOGE
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Photo illustration by Andrea Wise/ProPublica. Source images: Getty Images.



Overarching 
Goals of 

Trump/DOGE

unrestrained executive power

privatization

dismantling civil service

largest data breach in human history

hostility to all federal regulation, especially 

environmental

10



“They’re 
eating the 

checks, they’re 
eating the 
balances”

attacks on civil service (administrative 

leave, mass firings, RIFs)

attacks on oversight bodies (MSPB, 

OSC, IG, unions, etc.)

judiciary not equipped to address this 

level of illegality

SCOTUS deferential to 

Trump/executive power
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What are they saying?

• Zeldin: Spending money on climate change is “inexcusable, 
unjustifiable and illegitimate.”

• Johnson: “They have cracked the code. They’re inside the 
belly of the beast of the bureaucracy, and the algorithms are 
crawling through.”

• Trump: “It costs much more to do things environmentally 
clean.”

• Musk: “The risk is not as high as a lot of people say it is with 
respect to global warming. But I think if you just keep 
increasing the parts per million in the atmosphere long 
enough, eventually it actually simply gets uncomfortable to 
breathe.”
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What is the 
forecast?

Trump now going after 
states and municipalities: 
directed DOJ to block all 
“burdensome and 
ideologically motivated 
‘climate change’ or energy 
policies that threaten 
American energy dominance 
and our economic and 
national security.”
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What the Gutting of 
NOAA Really Means

Monica Medina, JD

Former Principal Deputy Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and 
Atmosphere

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
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NOAA Hit by DOGE Cuts

• NOAA has been targeted 
with climate science and 
weather office staffing cuts, now 
nearly ALL RESEARCH is likely 
being cut

• Weather forecasting has been 
particularly impacted

• Coastal communities and 
climate resilience are at risk from 
poor forecasting and cuts in 
grant funding
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https://apnews.com/article/noaa-job-cuts-weather-forecasts-trump-doge-musk-7e35e9d5d757d8fc3f0f50b2bd71c87d


Attacks are Political, 
Not Science

• Weather forecasts and 
forecasters are NOT making 
forecasts political – they serve 
all communities and all states – 
RED AND BLUE

• MAGA shamelessly spread 
disinformation alleging Biden 
Administration weather 
modification – and people 
BELIEVED IT

• People who fly into hurricanes 
are not political appointees and 
cannot be easily replaced
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj679kyj6geo


NOAA Targeted for Retribution

• “Sharpie-gate” was 
one of Trump’s 
greatest 
embarrassments

• Weather scientists 
corrected this 
whopper of a lie he 
created – and now are 
paying the price

• Trump has nominated 
the same person to 
run NOAA, a yes-man
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A hand holding a map

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/former-top-noaa-scientist-craig-mclean-trump-sharpie-gate-warning/


Communicating About
Climate Change

• Climate change is impacting 
more Americans, and most think 
global warming is happening

• Most people think it is 
impacting someone else

• We need to connect the dots 
linking climate change to higher 
costs for household goods
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https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/climate-change-in-the-american-mind-beliefs-attitudes-fall-2024/toc/3/


Critical Science at Risk

• NOAA science serves the public 
(e.g., weather forecasts, fisheries 
information, nautical charts, 
tides & currents data) and is 
available for free

• It is a lean agency (e.g., one 
person in the Pacific NW is 
responsible for the longevity of 
salmon hatcheries)
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https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/09/climate/noaa-doge-cuts-salmon.html


Governmental Function 
of Weather Forecasting

• Private weather apps use 
weather data collected by the 
government

• More frequent extreme weather 
requires accurate, timely 
forecasts

• These are NOT natural disasters 
as the media often portrays, but 
human-caused
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https://www.stmweather.com/blog/noaa-is-behind-your-weather-app


National Weather Service

• When the Weather Service is 
hollowed out in one place, it 
degrades the weather system for 
everyone

• AI weather forecasting relies on 
physical data collected by the 
National Weather Service
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https://heatmap.news/climate-tech/ai-weather-noaa-cuts


David Cash, PhD

Former Region 1 Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Climate Crisis, 
Constitutional Crisis and 

the EPA
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Addressing the Climate Crisis and Seizing 
Opportunities of the Clean Energy Future

Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and Bipartisan Infrastructure Act (BIL) funding: ~ 

$110,000,000,000 invested through EPA

• E-school buses; wind; solar; geothermal; weatherization; heat pumps; batteries; EVs; charging 

infrastructure; etc.

• Justice40: underserved and overburdened communities; righting past wrongs

• Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund – Green Banks $20B

Regulatory advances

• Power plants

• Manufacturing

• Vehicles

• Methane leaks
23

Prior to January 20, 2025: 



Lawful* and Likely Unlawful Actions*

Announcing roll back of 31 Regulations*

Email waiver*

Staffing reductions**

Targeting Environmental Justice programs/grants**

Freezing allocated funds*

Terminating funds* (400+)

Green Bank cancellation strategy

• Freezing funds*

• Terminating contracts*

• Criminal investigations*
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Since January 20, 2025:



Moderated Q&A

info@peer.org

Type your question in the Q&A box Upvote questions you’d like to hear 

answered

If you have a question that wasn’t 

answered during the webinar, email us at 

info@peer.org
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mailto:info@peer.org


Follow PEER
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• Legal Action

• Direct Action

• Networking

• Education

peerorg follow_peerorg peerorg.bsky.social

Call to Action

Write your

representatives at 

peer.org/takeaction

https://www.facebook.com/peerorg
https://www.instagram.com/follow_peerorg/
https://bsky.app/profile/peerorg.bsky.social
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