SURJECT: Propo_sai for Enhanced LE\ Program in FY 06

ISSUE: Sinee straight-lina in 1994, LE| has not been adequately funded or staffed.

FUNDING HISTORY:

FY 2005 -

z'

: FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2006
fl;:f:‘hl;?:: ¥ Enacted Enacted Pres Budgét | Dept paes back |
NELE . §80,142 $82,829 $82,326 $99,500

"TALKING POINTS:
1.. When straight-line occurred (FY 1994) the requested bucdget was $88 million, but only $66

" million was approprlated, The program has naver made up this deficit and is stifl over $5

million short of the original funding Jevel that was necessary even 10 yeara ago, FY 2004

LE! budget is $82.8 million. -

In 1993, prior to straight-line, LEl had 984 law enforcameant personnel {decline of 324).

Since 1994 there have been 34,35 percent (tompounded) total COLA’s and 23 parcent
within-grade increases unfunded and absorbed by the program. :

Law Enfarcement and Investigations (LEl) has 660 law enforcement persannel or about

 one for every 291,000 aores of National Forest land and every 733,000 annual visitors.

. - 204 LE! pogitione desmed critlcal by the carresponding line officers are now held vacant

to remain within budget constraints.

QHV initiative, Homeland Security staff, Border Integrity Program and non-tradifional

‘incident management are all new and unfunded obligations of LEI.

USDA is supporting $17,490 million increase in LE| budget for FY 08 to address Homeland
Security responsibilities.

Cost pool obligations of LEI under current formula calculate to approximately $30 million
or 36% of LEI budget {$45,000 per employee). If LE] were forced to pay this amount
without any budget increase it would result in immediate reduction In force of about 3040
positions or 45% of enforcement staff. '

BACKGROUND:

LEI staff spends 30 percent of their time on Resource Enforcement activities. By
comparison, less than & percent of LEI time is dedicated to Drug Enforcement issues,

Population of United States has doubled since WWII and will increase 30 million more by
2010. Public demand for open space recreation has skyrockstad.

In 2003, LE| documented more than 150,000 incidents and 30,000 aselsts to Forest Service
personnel and other agencies. '

Based on FY-04 BFES requests, every region wanted to add funding to LE! programs ($1
million). -



mtivkiual faraets ara sbili wiling 1o fund sdditivesl Lae Enforcement Ofcer poclions.
Nood 1g dagmad critieal By almost all e otfisars.

Mojerity of respondents (58 pereent} In a Mational Coslonten Swrvcy expresesd ciaar dauln
Tar mors Ly Entorcament prasincs,

LEI program |e sevarety understaffad to addrase nead of Natlohal Fonsal landn.

SOLUTIONS:

Fursue Homaland Seearity funds to addrmus Infrastrecture, avlatian, and hordar necnng.

Sesh approgrilion of 510 milion recuring snnuel funding aultmrizsd i the 1930:30 F5
Orug Caonlral Act.

Bemanstrte conganaus within Farmst Eenvice on need fior Incraasad LEL pragance and
budget,

Prrouads OMB to allow Chief ta rapragram fumds ina LE when reqeived expecially Ua 10
nullon mguired for cost poola. :

Forpo vust pool assessment unlll such iime s LE| budget is Inoreased aqually to thaas
cosis. )

*{Includes BLM lnvestipalorsl  *(ncludes all LE] stafl)

Comparisan:
Unifartned Borad Vishors !
Atresge Viaation LE 5taf? st StaM
NPS G E] ErINT 1400 F2008 161,000
BLW 261 M 53ba 200 1,044,000 H1.500
F5 132 M 455 M 515 353 W0 652,000
2004 Todal Agency Budgot:  Tivtal Cost par
LE Budget Gudget TalE Blaf Sl
NES 155 M 2ED A% 1,400 510K
BLM dEM 7B T a5 R4 K
E5 T9EN $45R 1.8% i L $112 K



