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Situation

The 2006 Easter weekend at LSRA saw a significant decrease in visitation over previous years due to
poor weather. Every indication leads officials {o believe, that there will be a significant increase in
visitation this year. Along with this increased visitation, the Sand Mountain area will see a continued
rise in the number and severity of incidents involving crimes against persons. Alcohol consumption at
LSRA appeared to be on the rise resulting in increased unlawful behavior including damage to
personal property, driving under the influence, and disorderly conduct. Concealed weapons carry,
both legal and illegal, also grew. The demographics of the visitors to LSRA also showed an
increasing number of people who did not appear to be visiting for the primary purpose of off-highway
vehicle recreation. This is in addition to the types and level of incidents naturally generated by a large
number of people assembled in this area for the purpose of “recreation” including but not limited to a
high number of personal injury accidents, lost persons, littering, burning of flammable materials on the
mountain and various safety violations, such as speeding. The problems have advanced to the stage
that some law-abiding citizens are fearful of using LSRA during these times. The overall rising tenor
at the Sand Mountain over holiday weekends resulted in a nearly all-reactive law enforcement
operation with little opportunity to deter or reduce unlawful behavior.

There are enforcement actions within White Sands, Jericho, and Oasis Campgrounds regarding quiet
hour violations. Current regulations dictate that the hours between 2200 hrs. and 0600 hrs. are
reserved for those visitors that would like to sleep or relax without the 24 hour commotion of Sand
Mountain. There are no quiet hours at Sand Mountain in an attempt to allow those that want to
‘recreate” to move to that area and not congregate in the campgrounds.
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