April 26, 2008

Senator Barbara Boxer

Chair

Senate Committee on Environment & Public Works
112 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Representative Henry A. Waxman

Chair

House Committee on Government Reform
2204 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Representative John D. Dingell

Chair

House Energy and Commerce Committee
2328 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Representative Bart Gordon

Chair

House Committee on Science

U.S. House of Representatives
2304 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Representative James L. Oberstar

Chair

House Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure
U.S. House of Representatives

2365 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator and Representatives:

We, the undersigned law professors, write to express our profound disappointment with
EPA'’s “National Library Network Report to Congress” of March 26, 2008. EPA’s Report
is woefully lacking in detail, unresponsive to many of the criticisms that were
appropriately included in GAO’s February, 2008 reports on the Agency’s library
mismanagement, and entirely devoid of a needed commitment to restore EPA’s
shuttered libraries to the levels of service provided to the public and EPA’s staff prior to
their closure.

We note with concern the Report’'s failure to define key terms, including the “core



reference materials” to be available in EPA libraries that will be reopened, the “standard
service levels” that will be provided at Agency libraries, and the “library best practices”
that will be implemented there.

We are troubled by the Report’s failure to mention any specific plans for digitizing EPA’s
library collection, as well as its failure to explain why and how EPA’s libraries will vary in
size, target audience, subject focus and depth of collection.

We view with alarm the absence of any EPA commitment to have all aspects of its
library plans subject to review by qualified, non-governmental library professionals.

We also decry the Agency'’s failure to explain its plan to allow some EPA libraries to be
open to the public on an “appointment only” basis.

As we see it, priority must be given to meeting the needs of EPA’s library customers by
restoring all components of EPA’s library system to the levels of library services that
were available to them before EPA began its library reorganization in 2006.

We respectfully urge that your committees continue your oversight to assure that the
Agency corrects the inadequacies of its recent Report to you and makes a firm
commitment to restore—promptly and in full-its pre-October, 2006 level of library
services.
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Note: This letter reflects the personal opinions of the signatories listed above. It does
not necessarily state the positions of the institutions of higher learning with which we are
affiliated.



