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Ms. Christy Goldfuss  

Managing Director  

White House Council on Environmental Quality 

722 Jackson Place, NW 

Washington, DC 20503 

 

       April 11, 2016 

 

RE: U.S. Bureau of Land Management NEPA Noncompliance 

 

Dear Ms. Goldfuss: 

 

 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) established the White House Council on 

Environmental Quality (CEQ) and charged it with the duty of overseeing the implementation of 

NEPA and the promulgation of regulations for the implementation of NEPA.1  NEPA assigns 

CEQ the task of ensuring that Federal agencies meet their obligations under the Act.  

 

Regulations subsequently promulgated by CEQ, 40 C.F.R. pts 1500-08, implement the directives 

and purpose of NEPA, and “[t]he provisions of [NEPA] and [CEQ] regulations must be read 

together as a whole in order to comply with the spirit and letter of the law.”2  CEQ’s regulations 

are applicable to and binding on all federal agencies.3  The regulations also provide formal 

guidance to the courts on the requirements of NEPA and are entitled to substantial deference.4  

Among other requirements, CEQ’s regulations mandate that federal agencies address all 

“reasonably foreseeable” environmental impacts of their proposed programs, projects, and 

regulations.5 

 

In this regard, Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) hereby requests an 

immediate review by the CEQ into what appears to be a serious and systemic violation of NEPA 

by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  As detailed below, the BLM consistently violates 

                                                           
1 Exec. Order No. 11991, 42 Fed. Reg. 26967 (May 24, 1977). 
2 40 C.F.R. 1500.1(a); 40 C.F.R. 1500.3. 
3 40 C.F.R. §§ 1500.3, 1507.1; see, e.g., Hodges v. Abraham, 300 F.3d 432, 438 (4th Cir. 2002). 
4 Marsh v. Oregon Natural Resources Council, 490 U.S. 360, 372 (1989); Andrus v. Sierra Club, 442 U.S. 347, 358 

(1979). 
5 See 40 C.F.R. §§ 1502.4, 1508.8, 1508.18, 1508.25. 




























