
 
 

Secretary Sally Jewell 

Department of Interior 

1849 C Street, NW  

Mail Stop 7328 

Washington, DC 20240 

 

        April 11, 2016 

 

RE: BLM Violation of Climate Change Directives 

 

Dear Secretary Jewell:  

 

I am writing you on behalf of Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) to 

draw your attention to the systemic failure of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to address 

climate change causes and effects in its planning, permit issuance and other actions pertaining to 

public lands grazing.  We are also requesting your involvement in forcing a reversal of BLM’s 

historic and persistent “climate agnosticism” with respect to livestock grazing. 

 

PEER is a national non-profit alliance of local, state, and federal scientists, law enforcement 

officers, land managers, and other professionals dedicated to upholding environmental laws and 

values.  I am writing this complaint because, as detailed below, one of the agencies in your own 

Department has been and remains derelict in meeting its clear environmental obligations. 

 

Complaint Summary 

Recent federal orders, policies, and guidance direct federal agencies to respond to climate change 

in their official planning.  These directives, along with case law under statutes such as the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), make clear that consideration of climate change is 

required in an agency’s environmental review process. 

 

Livestock grazing is ubiquitous on federal lands and is one of the most significant causes of 

degraded rangeland conditions across the American West.  The consequences of public lands 

grazing is three-fold:  the IPCC identified domestic cattle as a significant source of methane, one 

of the most potent greenhouse gases; see below at section B(1)(a). Secondly, overgrazing has 

reduced the ability of public lands to offset greenhouse gas emissions by sequestering carbon. 

Thirdly, degraded rangelands have reduced resiliency to changing climate, thus exacerbating the 

impacts of changing climate--including lowered water quality, increased desertification and 

reduced wildlife habitat. 




















