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June 3, 201 1

Ms. Mary J. Wilkes
Regional Counsel and Director
Environmental Accountability Division
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3 1 04

Via Email-wilkes.mary@epa. gov

Re: Petition to Investigate Potential Violations of the Federal Clean Water Act That
May Require Withdrawal of Approval for the Florida, Department of Environmental
Protection to Administer NPDES Permitting.

Dear Ms. Wilkes:

I wanted to take this opportunity to provide you with additional documentation that we just

received from the Executive Office of the Governor of the State of Florida in follow-up to
our reply dated May 20,2011, on the above-captioned issue.

We requested that the Governor's Office provide us with Mr. Vinyard's submissions to
them in support of his appointment to the position of the FDEP's Secretary. Yesterday we

received two documents from the Governor's Office, both of which are attached hereto.

The first is Mr. Vinyard's resume, which clearly states his position as "Director of
Business Operations, BAE Systems Southeast Shipyard (formerly Atlantic Marine
Shipyards). The resume states that in this position he counseled the company "on major
environmental permitting decisions" among which was an NPDES issue involving the St.

Johns River. The second document is Mr. Vinyard's formal application for the position of
FDEP Secretary.r This application lists the same company, BAE Systems Southeast

Shipyard, as his employer and, indicates that he had been employed there for the past 5

t The application is incorrectly dated January 19,2010.
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Ms. MaryJ. Wilkes
Regional Counsel and Director
Re: Petition to Investigate FDEP Secretary Herschel T. Vinyard, Jr.
June 3, 201 I

years as a "Director/VP/Attorney." See, Answer to Question l5 of Response. Under
Question 17 of the same application Mr. Vinyard once again listed his involvement with
NPDES permitting decisions.

Simply stated, these two documents directly contradict the response given to you by
Secretary Vinyard, through counsel. This obvious effort to mislead the EPA only serves to
underscore our position that he should be disqualified from having any involvement in
Clean Water Act decisions involving the State of Florida.

Thank you for your kind assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Encl.

cc.: Paul Schwartz, Associate Regional Counsel, Region a (scfrwartz.paut@ep )

Herschel T. Vinyard, Secretary, FDEP (h e rsc he Lvi nva rd @ de p. state.f l. us )

Tom Beason, General Counsel, FDEP ( tom.beason@dep.state.fl.us)
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HERSCHEL T. VINYARD, JR.
85OO HECKSCHER DRVE

JncxsorflnulE, FLoRTDA 8a226
Tetrpxoxr: (!lO4) 26f .3f f l

EOUCATIOIII: BacMor of Sclenca, Loubhna State University, 1986
Jurls Doctorate, Loulelana State Unlverclty Law Center, 1990

POFf[lo,N: Dlreclor of Buginess Operatioru, BAE Systems Southeast Shipyrards (formedy
Atlantlc Marlne Shhyards)

. ResponsiHe for stsatgglc planning, buslneos development and regulatory
and govcrnment affain

r Senre as compony's ethlcs officer
. Coungeled company on malor envlrcnmenlal permltllng dechlons,

including exlended effort io obtain necessary stale approvalto expard
lhe compan/s subrncrged land lease and io elirnlnaE a truatld
wagtewater skeam from the St. Johns River

PAST EXPERIEIICE:

199{l - l9g9 Attorney/Shareholdar, Smlh Hulsey & Bueey
r Advleed cllsnts on compllancc wlth the Reeource Goneenation and

Reoovery Act, th€ Clean Watar Acl, and on lhbllty lesueg assocbtod
wfh lhe Comprehensive Environmental Response Compeneation and
tisbility Acl, indudirq the state envhonmenlal statutory counlerparte.

. Assbtcd dients on waste minlmization efforts, undcrground storage tank
clean-up and other Fagulatory compllanco mett€rs

. Provided legal counsel dr.rrirq siting of an electrical cogen€rationfaclllty

ORGAI{IZATIONS:

LEGAL

' The Florida Bar. Jacltsonvllle Bar Assodatlonr Pact Chalrman of the Envlrmmental and Land Usc Law Section. Loulslana Siste Bar

' The Dishbt of Columbia Bar

THE TRUST f',,OR FrrJBLq-l+ANp. Northeast Fbrlda Advbory Courrcil

FtRsr CoAsT MANUFAqTRERS l$soctATtoN
' Board of Dlrectors

' Pasl Chairman, Board of Dlrec-lors. Founders Service Award

MAllprrcnne8s,AssoclnroN or Flonpn. Board of D?cclors. Vloe Presldent

Jncrsorwille CHAugeR oF colrueRce
. Boald of Dlrecrtore. Chalnnan, Buolne$s Taxallon Committee
. Chalrman,Fed€rallssuesCommittse. Miltary l6sug6 Commlttee

LEAOER$$lP,FLOR|0A

' Cla6E of2O05-2008



LEADERSH tP JAcl.(Ss'lvl L!"E

' Class of 2007-2008

Jncrsotwtt-u PQFI AtmPnnv
. BoErd of Dlrac*ols
. Trgegwar

JACKSO}WILLE ECOI\OMC DEVELOPMENT COMM]SSION

Commigsioner

F"DEP Lo/vER $L. JoHNs RI\I/ERTMDL ExEc[rr[E CoilMnrEE
Member

PERSON4I: Manied, hro chlldren
Lector. St. Matth€rto Calhollc Churdl



FOR THE GOVERNOR'S APPOINTMENT OFFICE
The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

The information fiom this pagc has bccn requested and will be used exclusively by the GOVERNOR'S OFFICE.
Please type or use bhck ink.

I. Board of Interest _Secrctary, Floridr Deprrtment of Environmentrl Protection

2. Cunenl Employcr and Occupation: BAE Systems Southeect Shipyrrds

3. Are you applyrng forreappointment Yes D No X

4. *Doyouhaveadisabilitt' YesE No X lf"Yes",pleasedescribeyourdisabilitythatwouldquali&
you for this appointment, if applicable.

5. rSex: Male X Fcmale E

6. .Race: White X Native-American/Alaskan Native n
Hispanic-American tr AsianPacific Islander n
African-Amcrican tr

7, Do you now, or have 1ou, within the last three years, bccn a member of any club or organization that to your
knowledge, in practice or policy, restricts membership or restricled menbership during thc time that you
belonged on the basis of race, religion, national origin, or gendcr? If so, detail tlrc name and nature of the
club(s) or organization(s), relevant policies and practices, and state whether yor intend to continue as a member
if you appointed by the Governor.

No

Email address

Cellular Telephone Number_904/511445 l0

Herscbel T. Viayard, Jr.
Applicant's Name. includrni narG

commonly used (Please print)

. This informarion will be used to pruride dernographic statistics and is not rcquestcd lbr the purpxe ofdiscriminating on any basis,

Rcvired ll.r?007



QUESTIONNAIRE FOR GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS

The informatiol fiom this gucstionnaire witl be used by the Govcrnor's officc and, $rherc ?P.licable, The Floridr Scnate in

considering action on your confinnation. The gucstionnaire MUST BE COMPLFTED IN FULL Answer "nonc" or "not

applicable" rvhere appropriate. Plerse type or prlnt ln black inls

1il 9/20t0

L Name: Mr.
IR/UNAJUB

2. Business Addrcss: 8500 Hekscher Dr.
3tmer

Florlda
Piost oFFtcE sox

3. Residence Address: 4{4? Chippewa Dr.
slnf,Er

Florida
rost ofFEE eox

Vlnyrrd, Jr. Hemchel

rAlir FnsT

Date Completed

Thomas_
tltDg,.E/rlAEtx

Jacksonvllle
crY

go4n$-fin-
ANTA COG'FiI)'{E Nl,.IIEfi

Duvel_
Cql{TY

9{t4l3tt-3t66 _
An€ACOOE/PflOlll Nlr*n

(optiooal )

ofFrE I

32226
ztPcooE

Jackronvillc
GITY

32276
zrF coo€

Specifu the preferred mailing address: Business tr Residence x Fax #

4. A. List all your placee of residence for thc last five (5) yers.

Alo8Etl

Ssmc rs above

caTY t sr tE FROI. rc

B. List all your former and currenl residences outside of Florida that you have maintained at any time during adulthood.

c4r-t-guilE FROU I!ANBE!!

None

5. Date of Birth: 6120/64 Place of Birth: Longvicw, Teras

6. Social Securiry Numbs:

'1. Driver License Number: Iszuing Statc Floridr

8. Havcyouevctusedorbcenknownbyanyotherlcgalnamc? Yes 0 No X lf"Yes"Exptain

Rc\'ised I212007



9. Are you a United States citizen? Yes X No D If "No" expiain:

Ifyou arc a naturalized citizen, date ofnaturalizafion:

10. Sincc what year havo you been a continuous residenl ofFlorida? 1990

I l. Are you a registered Florida voter? Yes x No 0 ll"Yes" list:

A. Countyofregistration:Duval

12. Educalion

A. High School: Ross S. Sterlingi Ba!'to$Dr Texrs

INAilE AND LOc Ynxl

B. List all postsecondary educrtional institutions attended;

w€lLoc rEN IIIIEIAIIA0GD

Louislanr Statc Utriverslty 1982{6

Loulshnr Stste Unlvcrsity L,8w l9t7'90

B. Currcnt party affiliation:Republicon

Ycar Graduated:1982

B.S. Businets

J.D.

13. Are you or havc you evcr been a membs of the armed forces of thc United States? Yes D No X If "Yes" list:

A. Dates of service:

B. Branch orcomponcnll

C. Date&typcoldischarge:

0rsFoslltr

14, Haveyoueverbeenarre.sted,charged,orindictedforviolationofanyfederal,-stale,county,ormunicipallaqrcgulation,or
ordinance?(Excluderrafficviolationsforrvhichalincorcivilpenaltyof$l50orlesswaspaid.) lf"Yes"givedetails:

15. Concerning your curent employer anrl for all ofyour employmcnt during-the last five years, list your crnployer's name,

business udd-t"rr, tyne ofbusiness, occupation orjob titlc, and period(s) ofemployment'

N/A

TYF€ Oa luSr*8g ognf,iilE&egJtrl5 eEinqoegElwEq

BAE St'stcms Southeast Ship.rards (f1Ua Atlentic Marine); E500 Heckscher Dr., Jacksonvillc' Fl 12226

Dircctor/\'PlAttorney 1999-2011

16. Haveyoucverbcencrnploycdbyanystate,disrict,orlocalgovcmmentalagcncyinFlorida? Yes E No X

ll ..yes". idenri$' rhe posiiion(s). ilre name(s) of the emplof ing. agencli and the period(s) of employmcnt:

ec$!19! ilproYlHc rEEr€Y PEffm OF EilpLOYUENT

Rcviscd 12,2fi)7



17. A, Snate your experiences and intcrests or elements ofyour pasonal history that qualiS you for this appointment,

l0 yerrs of €nvironnental law practlce; l0 yearc working for r regulrted industry

t arr prrclice included rdr.ising clients ou compliance issues rrsociated wlth environmental laws. Asrirted them

$'ith wrstc minimizrtion efforts.

Shlpyrrd experiencc rllowed me to counsel tbe company or roljor environmentrl permitting dercirions including

thedeciciontorGmov9.treated\9rstGwsterstrcrm[romtheSt.JohnsRivcr.-

B. Have you received any degre{s), professional cerri6cation(s), or designations(s) related to the zubject matter ofthis
appointment? Yes x No tr lf "Yes". list:

J.D.

C. Have you received any awards or rccognitions relating to the subjec{ matter of this appointment? Yes x No 0
If*Ycs", Iist:

Jacksonvitle Bar Arsociation - Chair of lhe Environmcntal rnd Land Usc Scction

D. ldenri$ all as.sociation memberships and association olliccs held by you that relate to this appointment

Il{enufacturcrs Association of Florida - Vice Presldenl and Board Mcmbar

First Coasl lltanulacturers Association - forme r Chair; current Borrd l{cmber

Trust for Public Lands - Nortbeast Florida Advisory Council

I 8. Do you cltrrently hold an oflicc or position (appointivc, ciril service, or othcr) with the federal or any lorcign government?
ycs t] No x lf"Yes". lisr:

t9. A. Havc you ever been clectcd or appointed to any public officc in this state? Yes x No D lf "Yes", slatc lhc

olfice titlc, date of election or appointment, tcnn of office, and lcvel of govemmcnt (city. county, distn'ct, state,

fcderal):
orFl€ErlflE

Board ofDlrectors 2008

TENXOF OI'ICE LEVELOfGOI'ERXilEI{T

Currcnlly scn'ing Jacksonvillc Pofl Aurhority

Revised l2'20(l?



8. Ifyour service was on an appointcd board(s), comrnitkqs), or council(s):

(l) How frequently wcre meetings scheduled: Monthly

(2) If you misscd any of the regularly scheduled mcetings, state the number of meetings you attended, the numbcr you

missed, and the reesons{s) for your abseno{s).

rEElruslin:Elrg *EtrE!.u$fn SEAICI.EIETEEIgE

A.ttendance crceeded 90%

20. Has probable causc cvs been found that you wcre in violation of Part lll, Chapter I I2, F.S., the Code of Ethics for Public

Olficers and Bnployecs? Yes O No x lf "Yes'*, give dctails:
prilE unnE oF \tbu'llo.{ DSPO3IYbN

21. HavcyoueverbeensuspendedfromanyofficebytheGovernorofthestateofFlorida? Yes tr No x lf"Yes". list:

A. Titlc of offrccr C. Reason forsuspension:

B. Date of suspension: D. Result: Reinstated E Rernaved E Resigned tr

22. Haveyou previously been appointed to any oflice that required confirmation by the Florida Senate? Yes n No X

If "Yes". list:

A. Title of Offic*:

B. Term of Appointment:

C. Confirmationresults:

23. Haveyoueverbeenrefusedafideliry,surety,perfonnance,orotherbond? Yes tr No x lf"Yes"'oqlain:

24. Have you held or do you hold an occupational or professional license or certilicatc in the State ofFlorida? Yes x No E
lf.Yc;", providc thc title and number, original issue dale, and issuing authorify, Ifany disciplinary action (fine, probation,

srspension, revocation, disbarmont) has ever boen takan against you by the issuing authority, state the type and date ofthe
action taken:
LEEI€T'CIR'Fb&TE
IITLE I MDIBER

Floride Bar 85t551

ONltilAL

t9$lEEriIE

r990

E!!!f-alJM[ Dl$rPtl}anYlETror{oatF

Florido Bar

15. A. Havc you, or busincsscs ofwhich you have been and owncr, o0iccr, or employec, held any conFactual or other direcl

dealinls during thc last four (4) ycars *'ith any stote or local govcrnmantal agenca in Florida, including the ollice or

ag"n"!tuwhiihyouhavcbccnippoinrcdorareseckingappointment? Ycs E No x lf"Yes"'explain:

Hl&rEOf Bu$inss YOuFEfuYloiEfiFlOlUSltgiqS Fr.!'wESS-nEL tsllllltPto^G€llcY

Rt'r'ised l?2007



B. Have members of your immediote family (spouse, child, parents(s), sibtings(s)), or businesses of which members of
your immediate family have been owners, officers, or employees, held anycontractual or other direct dcalings tfuring

ihe last four (4) years with any state or local governmanlal agency in F-lorida, including the offic€ or agency to wbich

you bave bcen appointed or are seeking appointment? Yes tr No X If "Yes", explain;

FArLY UETSEE!

SruiMEEPlgj(qJ
EAULTIGIICI]I 6t slaasa FflATroils]IP

lauE g[!$[GSl REr_itEXsHtp lO alllu€Ss TO AGEI.ICY

26, Have you ever bcen a registcred lobbyist or have you lobbied at any level of govcrnment al afly time during the past five (5)

years? Yes X No O
A. Did you receive any comp€nsation other than rcimburssrnc{t for expenses? Yes X No Cl

B. Name ofagency or entiry )'ou lobbied and the principal(s) you represented:

AGE}"Y LOIEIED

Florida Housc & Senate

PRIICIPTL FIPNESEN'ED

BAE Systems South€lst Shipyrrds {flk/a Atlrntlc Marine)

2?. Lisr threc persons who have known you well within the past five (5) years. lncludc a cuncnt, comple{e address and

relephonc number. Exclude your relatives and members of the Florida senate.

XAL}G AOOESS 2lF COD€

ll? lV. Duval St.; Jacksonvillc 32202

4215 Southpolnt Dr.; Jeckronville 32216

ll? W. Duvel St.; Jacksonville 32202

!AUE-

Adam Hollingsworth

Lrd Daniels

Kevin Hyde

AREACOEJP|Si|E iIIISER

904/502-rt02

9Q4t29G9664

904/63(L139r

28. Namc any business, profcssional, occupational, civiq or Faternai orgarrizations(s) of which you are Dow a member, or of
which yo-u have been a member iuringthe past five (5) years, the organization address(c), and date(s) of your

membership(s).

HAT'E

Sec l7 C. rnd D.

ofFlcasl,q"o t rER[l BATESItr I,IEUEENSHF

Shipbullderc Council of Amerlca 1455 F Strcet NW; Suitc 225; \Yashington, D.C.20005; Cbairmrn; 2006' 2008' 2009

Jachsonvllc Chamber ofCommcrcc 3 lndcpcndent Dr; Jacksonville 32202; Board ofDircctors, Cbairmrn

Busincss Tarrtion Cornmittcc: 2010

29. Do you know of any rcason why you will nor be ablc to aficnd fully to the duties of thc ollice or position to *'hich you havc

beeo cr will be appointed? Yes tr No x If "Yes"' explain:

30. lf rcquired by law or administrative rulc. will you file financial disclosurc stalements? Ycs x No D

rr$Jilc Ad)nESS

Rcrised l?/10(17


