Appendix 11 - Random Observer (#1-6) Interviews

Observers# 1.2 -3 -4 5§
Y Y ¥ Y
Were you employed by any of the Southeast (SE) observer programs?
- Southeast Shrimp Trawl Y Y ¥ ¥ N N
- Southeast Shark Driftnet and Bottom Longline N N N Y Y Y
- Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Fishery Observer Programs Y N Y N N N
- Pelagic Observer Program N Y ¥ ¥ N N
- Have you worked for any other Observer programs outside of the SE? N Y v
Who?
- Worked commercial F/V? ¥
1
Were you ever asked to deploy on board a vessel that had not passed the N Y N N N N
pre-deployment safety checklist? Can you please provide an example?
- Expired hydrostatic release for liferaft? N N N N N N
- Expired EPIRP registration? N N N N N N
2 N Y N Y
Did you ever sail with an Observer Program provided valise life raft? Why?
3
Did the valise life raft have sufficient capacity for you and the crew? n/a nfa nfa ¥ nfa ¥
- Were you given instructions on how to stow the valise liferaft? nfa nfa nfa ¥ nfa
4 Were you ever NOT provided a bunk space when crew had such v oy v Y N Y
accommodations?
- Date, vessel name, trip ID (if you wish to provide)? nfa DR DR DR n/a
- Did ym{ know at‘)out the “no-bunk” before arriving at the Fishing Vessel Y DR Y Y N N
(F/V)? Did you sail? Why?
5 Were you ever forced to sleep on the galley table, if so was the galley table
designed to serve as a spare bunk? Drop down table/cushionsthatcouldbe ¥ N Y N N N
placed on it to make it into a bunk?
6 If no bunk, did You inform the observer program staff that there was no na DR N N n/a
bunk space available before deployment?
7 Did you ever feel pressured to sail or feel black balled for not taking a N Y N N N vV
particular F/V trip? Examples?
- Did it impact future observer trips or your relationship w/ Observer N Y N N N VY
Program personnel? Example?
8
As a fisheries observers were you encouraged to document marine vy N Y Y ¥
resource violations {e.g. shark fining and marine pollution] and report such
potential violations to the Observer Program supervisors?
9 Were you ever told during training that marine resource violations were of N N N N N
no interest to the observer program or NMFS?
10 Do you recall form(s) used to collect data on marine resource violations? or N N N N N
to collect data on MARPOL violations?
11 Did you feel pressured by NMFS to NOT report any mistreatment aboard
fishery vessels (i.e. unsafe conditions, harassment or other abusive N N N N N ¥
treatment, drug use or improper accommodations?)
12 1f you did report mistreatment, were they addressed? nfa N N nfa N DK

91




Appendix 11 - Random Observer (#1-8) interviews

Observers## 1 2 3 4 5 6
13 Did you ever sail with an expired EPIRB? N N N N N N
14 Did you ever knowingly sail with an expired hydrostatic release? Did your N N N N N N
SEFSC or IAP managers know the same?
l 15 Did you carry an Observer Program issued personal EPIRB? Y Y Y Y ¥ Y
16
Did the Observer Program ever instruct you to scratch in an expirationdate N N N N N N
on the hydrostatic release or EPIRP or falsify any safety certification data?
17 Did you feel that the Observer Program provided safety training was Yy Y Y Y Y Y
sufficient -whether in orientation or refresher training?
18 During the Deep Water Horizon (DWH) oil spill were you pressured to sail on N N N N N N
a F/V in the Gulf of Mexico? Details?
19 Do you feel that the Observer Program debrief post cruise was sufficient? Y Y Y Y Y N
if insufficient, in what way, please expand.
20 Were you ever asked NOT to declare protected species samples to Customs N N N N N N
when you were re-entering the country?
21 Anything other issues with the SE Observer Program that you would like to Y Y Y Y Y N

bring up?

DR = Do not Recall
DK = Do not Know
n/a = Not Applicable
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Observer #

Appendix 11 - Random Observer (#1-6) interviews

20. Were you ever asked NOT to declare protected species samples to
Customs when you were re-entering the country?

21. Any other issues with the SE Observer Program that you would
like to bring up?

[RY

No.

No.

NO. Never been to/through Customs w/ endangered species samples.

NO. Have carried samples through customs 2-3 times per year over the last 3

years. Grand banks, Canada. POP instructed, made sure you had correct

forms w/ correct expiration dates (i.e., current forms).

NO.

NO.
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In general the observer rogram was very strict about safety. They
were more then willing to help at any hour, 24/7.

Observer Program managers were often drinking afterhours with
observers {dinner, etc), getting drunk. Chad Lefferson was upset
when | injured knee on F/V. Sent out a letter to all observers after
that, everyone knew it was me. pressured to not report. He
requested me to go to Doctor twice. No workman's comp. IAP
covered Dr visits. No accident report, dont' recall. Uncomfortable to
work a/ SE. They were the highest paid Observer program in
country. AK very different, very professional, safety taken serious,
Training much better in AK.

Overall pretty good program. Manged well by NOAA. Biggest issue to
me is the lack of MARPOL documentation.

Safety checklist - nothingto do with the material condition of the F/V
& crew competencies. In April 2011 was asked if | could go to St
Augustine ASAP to meet a F/V. Another Observer who drove down
from VA declined the trip. | arrived, F/V passed the safety checklist
and | sailed on it. Ken Keen, Sascha Cushner & Larry Beerkircher
have an incrediably difficult job.

Work wasn't steady enough for me. Drove me to other
employment. Overlook safety to make money. All F/V use pot. All
observers/coordinators overlook it.
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Appendix 11 - Random Observer (#7-12) Interviews

Observers# 7 8 9 10 11 12

14 if you did report mistreatment, were they addressed? nfa Y nfa N N n/a
15 Did you ever sail with an expired EPIRB? N N N N N N
16 Did you ever knowingly sail with an expired hydrostatic‘ release? Did your

' SEFSC or IAP managers know the same? ‘ N N N N N N
17

Did you carry an Observer Program issued personal EPIRB? A P-EPIRB? Yy Y Y ¥ Y Y

Did the Observer Program ever instruct you to scratch in an expiration
18 date on the hydrostatic release or EPIRP or falsify any safety certification

data? N N N N N N
19 Did you feel that the Observer Program provided safety training was
sufficient -whether in orientation or refresher training? ¥ Y Y N Y nfa

0 During the Deep Water Horizon (DWH) oil spill were you pressured to sail
on a F/V in the Gulif of Mexico? Details? N n/fa N n/fa nfa n/a

21 Doyou feel that the Observer Program debrief post cruise was
sufficient? If insufficient, in what way, please expand. Yy Y Y ¥ Y Y

2 Were you ever asked NOT to declare protected species samples to
Customs when you were re-entering the country? nfa nfa nfa nfa nfa N

3 Anything other issues with the SE Observer Program that you would like
to bring up? ¥ ¥ Y Y N ¥

2

DR = Do not Recall
DK = Do not Know
n/a = Not Applicable
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