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ORDER

R: Diicitor
sgion

BADGER RANCH, CHIARA RANCH,

and DANIEL E. & EDDYANN U.

FILIPPINI,

) NV-06-13-01

)
) Appeal from Field Manager's Final
) Decision temporarily closing the
) North Buffalo and Copper Canyon
) Allotments, Mount Lewis Field

) Office, Nevada

Appellants
v.

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, )

)
Respondent )

Respondent's Motion for Summary Judgment Granted

I. Summary

Now pending and fully briefed are the parties' cross-motions for summary
judgment regarding a Bureau of Land Management ("BLM") decision to temporarily
close the Battle Mountain Complex to all grazing until the end of a drought plus one
growing season. Appellants have not raised disputed issues of fact as to the
accuracy or reliability of BLM's monitoring data or the rationality of BLM's
conclusions based on that data. Instead of focusing on BLM's technical analyses of
range conditions and the appropriate management response, Appellants raise non
technical arguments including, among other things, (1) that BLMerred in relying
upon drought response triggers in a district-wide drought management
environmental assessment ("EA") because no decision record ("DR") was issued for
the EA; (2) that BLM violated the National Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA") by
failing to issue a DR for the EA, (3) that BLM failed to provide a rational basis for
determining the duration of the drought; (4) that the decision's treatment of
Appellants' exchange-of-use ("EOU") agreements is too vague; and (5) that BLM
failed to adequately consult with Appellants. Because the undisputed material facts
show that BLM's technical analyses of range conditions and the appropriate
management response were reasonable and substantially complied with the law and


































