United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

MAY-1 9 200
H32 (2560)

Dear Tribal Leader:

The National Park Service (NPS) is considering amending regulations presently codified in 36
CFR § 2.1 (¢)-(d), which govern the gathering of natural resources in national park areas.
Current NPS regulations date back to 1983. The NPS recognizes that Indian tribes view the
continued access to and use of plants and other resources as critical to the continuity of their
distinct cultures. It is now time to look at the specific provisions of the regulations in light of
current legal mandates and policies to see if the needs of traditional Indian cultural practitioners
might be met.

We would like to consider how the NPS might best cooperate with Indian tribes regarding any
gathering that may take place as the result of a rule change.

I have asked the superintendents of selected parks where the gathering issue has arisen to invite
representatives from Indian tribes with traditional associations to lands of those parks to consult
on this matter. I welcome your attendance at a meeting to be scheduled by the park
superintendent. Key staff from my office and the park will be present to hear your concerns.

These meetings will be used to initiate a formal process during which comments will be
requested from tribes and from the public. Even if you are not able to attend a consultation
meeting, there will be other opportunities for you to comment. Please contact Dr. Patricia Parker
of my staff at 202-354-6962 or Pat Parker @nps.gov for further information.

Sincerely,

Cémww% 5%@3

Jonathan B. Jarvis
Director
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