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Attachment 1 
  

NPS Management of Recreational Hunting 

State Unit Park Policies, Guidance, and Regulations that are More Restrictive than States 

AK Multiple The NPS published a proposed rule in 2018 to amend its regulations for sport 
hunting and trapping on national preserves in Alaska to establish better 
consistency with State of Alaska harvest regulations on surrounding non-
Federal lands and waters. The proposed rule would remove regulatory 
provisions issued in 2015 that prohibit certain sport hunting practices that are 
otherwise permitted by the State of Alaska. 

AK Western 
Arctic 
National 
Parklands 

There are some areas along the Noatak River where hunting is restricted to 
qualified subsistence users per decisions by the Federal Subsistence Board. 

AK Bering Land 
Bridge 
National 
Preserve 

The Federal Subsistence Board put into regulations a series of Federal public 
land closures to the harvest of moose and muskoxen by non-Federally qualified 
users in accordance with Title VIII of ANILCA (Public Law 96-487) both for 
conservation purposes and to provide for the continuation of subsistence uses, 
and reduced the number of Federally qualified subsistence users who could 
hunt. 

TX Lake 
Meredith 
NRA 

The park does not observe fall gun turkey season as outlined in the Texas 
counties because the overlapping hunting seasons with different hunting 
means and methods created public safety concerns. 

OK Chickasaw 
NRA 

Hunting is permitted, but quail, snip, woodcock, rabbit, and squirrel hunting is 
closed during the first 9 days of deer gun season to ensure public safety.  Some 
areas within the park are open to archery hunting and shotgun hunting with 
pellets only. 

WI Apostle 
Islands NL 

Hunting and trapping are not allowed from May 15 through Labor Day.  
Trapping methods for upland habitats are restricted to cage/box traps or cable 
restraints on islands.  Hunting and trapping are not permitted on Gull or Eagle 
Islands. 
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SD Badlands NP In the South Unit on tribal lands within the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, 
hunting is subject to Oglala Sioux Tribe permits and limits. 

AR Buffalo NR Buffalo National River is open to hunting and regulated by non-conflicting 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission (AGFC) Regulations.  Buffalo National 
River is a Wildlife Management Area (WMA) and is considered WMA Zone 080 
and WMA Zone 620 (Lower Wilderness Area).  Buffalo Point Area (Lower 
District) "No Hunting Zone" restrictions have changed to increase the area to be 
hunted, and the additional area is open to archery only, other AGFC 
Regulations apply.  The park does not permit the use of dogs for chase pleasure 
and training. Trapping is prohibited except on private inholdings and 
agricultural permit holders may trap feral hogs with a special use permit from 
Superintendent's Office if field damage is occurring.  All areas within the park 
are closed to viewing wildlife with use of artificial light. 

NE, SD Missouri 
NRR 

Hunting is allowed on private and State-owned lands within the park 
boundaries.  Hunting is open on one park property (about 200 acres) and closed 
on two park properties (about 90 acres).  The number of deer stands is limited 
and how long stands may be left in place is limited.  Additionally, the Draft Goat 
Island Management Plan that is under internal development calls for the Island 
to be designated as a special management use area where archery methods 
will be allowed for the harvest of whitetail deer and other species (e.g. turkey, 
etc.).  Firearms will not be permitted to be used on the Island, with the 
exception of shotguns during waterfowl hunting on the sand flats in accordance 
with existing State laws. 

MI Sleeping 
Bear Dunes 
NL 

The park works with the MI Department of Natural Resources to facilitate a 
special deer hunt on North Manitou Island. A MI deer hunting license and a 
park hunting permit are required. No baiting is allowed and there are no bag 
limits during this special hunt. 

 Multiple Appalachian 
NST 

Hunting is not allowed on the ~900 miles of the Trail that pass through national 
parks and most State parks.  Hunting is permitted along the ~1250 miles of the 
Trail through national forest lands, national recreation areas, and State forest 
and game lands. 

 MD Assateague 
Island NS 

The park does not allow dogs for the take of rabbits, the season on bobwhite 
quail has been discontinued, and the park does not allow the taking of wild 
turkey. 
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 MA Cape Cod 
NS 

Only deer, upland game (including Eastern Wild Turkey), and migratory 
waterfowl may be hunted in the park. To protect the public's safety and to 
prevent conflicts between hunting and other National Seashore uses, the 
Superintendent has closed certain areas and time periods to hunting.  Hunting 
is prohibited from March 1st through August 31st each year, except for the 
taking of Eastern Wild Turkey as designated by the Superintendent.  

PA Delaware 
Water Gap 
NRA 

All National Park Service owned lands are closed to hunting on Sundays.  
Hunting from a tree stand is only allowed from portable tree stands. Hunting in 
standing (unharvested) crops is prohibited. The viewing and attempted viewing 
of wildlife with an artificial light is prohibited. 

ME Katahdin 
Woods and 
Waters NM 

Under the Monument's deed, hunting of bears with bait or dogs is prohibited. 

ID Hagerman 
Fossil Beds 
NM 

Hunting is allowed only within the 50 ft. elevation of the high-water level of the 
Snake River per statute. 

 LA Jean Lafitte 
NHP and 
Pres. 

The park limits hunting and the take of outlaw non-native ungulates by 
designating hunt zones and periods when no hunting is permitted for reasons 
of public safety. The park consults with the State on those limits at least 
annually. Park limits are included in Louisiana’s annually published hunting 
regulations in the Federal lands schedules section. The park also limits species 
and methods of take to wildlife that has been traditionally hunted in the area 
by means that maintain public safety and do not cause unacceptable damage to 
park resources. The park produces a written determination justifying the action 
at least annually in the Superintendent’s Compendium. 

KY, TN Big South 
Fork NRRA 

Hunting bears is not allowed in the park until population data is available in 
both States to evaluate the sustainability of the Cumberland Plateau bear 
population. The park will develop an approach to hunting once the data has 
been gathered. 

TN Obed WSR Hunting bears is not allowed in the park until population data is available to 
evaluate the sustainability of the Cumberland Plateau bear population. The 
park will develop an approach to hunting once the data has been gathered. 

  
 

  




