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Hawaiians, federal worker group sue over air tour noise
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A federal worker organization and Hawaii residents launched a lawsuit yesterday
against the Federal Aviation Administration to make it regulate tour helicopters that buzz
over communities in the state and national parks throughout the country.

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility and Hawaii Island Coalition
Malama Pono want FAA to draft plans or voluntary agreements to govern air tours in
seven parks by two years from now.

"It's really nerve-rattling. It's offensive. It makes your life miserable," said Bob Ernst, a
founding member of the Hawaii Island Coalition who lives under a flight path of the tour
helicopters.

The groups say in the lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C., that FAA
has not created air tour plans for any national park as required by the National Park Air
Tour Management Act of 2000. Some parks are exempted by a 2012 law that excludes
parks with fewer than 50 flights a year.

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park saw nearly 16,000 tour flights last year.

An FAA spokesman said the agency would not comment on pending litigation (Audrey
McAvoy, Associated Press, Oct. 5). — NS
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