GREENWIRE
e

AN E&E NEWS PUBLICATION

PUBLIC LANDS
White House sought to silence NPS concern over bill — memo
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The Trump administration sought to prevent the National Park Service from expressing
concern over hunting and fishing legislation, according to a memo obtained by
McClatchy.

Michael Reynolds, acting director of NPS, wrote a June memo to the Interior
Department outlining his objections to the draft legislation, called the "Sportsmen's
Heritage and Recreational Enhancement Act.”

In its response to the memo, the department crossed out sections of Reynolds's
concerns.

NPS officials were also instructed not to repeat their concerns to Congress, said Jeff
Ruch, executive director of Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility,
who provided the memo to McClatchy.

Interior Department spokeswoman Heather Swift disputed that characterization. "At no
point did the Department tell the NPS not to communicate with Congress," she said in
an email. "In fact, the document in question is not even addressed to Congress. The
document was an early internal draft meant to express the Department's position on a
legislative proposal.”

Under the bill, NPS would be barred from regulating the hunting of bears and wolves in
Alaska wildlife preserves.

In addition, NPS would not be allowed to regulate commercial and recreational fishing
within park borders or to comment on development projects outside park borders that
could affect the parks.

The bill has received support from the National Rifle Association and hunting and fishing
groups, which have lobbied Congress for years to pass a version of the measure (Stuart
Leavenworth, McClatchy, Aug. 23). — MJ
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